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FOUNDATIONS: 

Donald J. Trump Foundation and Bill Hillary and Chelsea Clinton Foundation.

Student Name

Institution Affiliation

Introduction 
A foundation simply known as charitable foundation is legally non profitable organization focusing on making donations to support charitable causes. Foundations can be either categorized as private or public entities. Throughout America, nonprofits have been very instrumental in enhancement of its democracy. They have been known to shape the political diversity experienced by the American people. In the recent times, two foundations have featured severally in the news. The two foundations are the Donald J. Trump Foundation and Bill Hillary and Chelsea Clinton Foundation. These foundations are known to work in unique ways and benefitting different causes. The two foundations have also been entangled in cases of fraud and abuse while conducting their activities. This paper will focus on the two foundations, looking at their operations, controversies as well as how they focus on their causes as well as their various administrative duties. 
How the foundations work 

Trump foundation is a private based foundation which was founded in the year 1988 by the current President of the United States Donald Trump. The foundation was established with an aim of donating the proceeds that came out of the book “Trump: The Art of the Deal.” At the time of its foundation, it was chaired by Donald Trump with three of his adult children acting as directors. The foundation work by supporting other organization which have been exempted from tax and hence fulfills its mandate through them as opposed to having a charitable programs on its own. The foundation get his fund both from Donald Trump and outside donors. 
On the other hand, the Clinton foundation is a non-profit organization founded in the year 1997. The organization was founded by the former president of the United States “Bill Clinton.” The organization was formed with the main aim of strengthening the capacity of people living in the United States and also across the world. In its mission, the organization looked forward towards enabling individuals cope and deal with the global challenges. The foundation is known to work with organizations as well as governments towards meeting its objectives. As opposed to Donald Trump foundation, this foundation is known to be a public organization. Neither bill Clinton, Hillary Clinton or their daughter Chelsea is included in the board of directors. 
Beneficiaries of the foundations

Donald Trump foundation has been surrounded with a lot of controversy on its beneficiaries. During the campaign, it was reported that the foundation paid a total of $896,000 as grants in the year 2015. The beneficiaries of the grant included the cancer research, American Red Cross as well as the private school where Barron, the youngest of the Trump son went (Wyland, 2017). On the global perspective, there has been limited information on the beneficiaries of Trump Foundation. Most of the Beneficiaries outside US have been linked or associated with the Donald Trump Businesses. 
Bill Hillary and Chelsea Clinton Foundation helps in supporting a wide variety of programs. The foundation focuses on supporting programs rather than giving the money as grants to other organizations for charity. Most of the work done by foundation is executed by both the foundation staff and other partners who are actively engaged on the ground. Through its program, the foundation has been able to impact different dimensions of life such as promoting economic development, enhancing efforts put on the issues of climate change, helping to promote health and wellness and helping to promote participation of girls and women (Westwood, 2016). 
The foundation works with partners by supporting their work and ensuring that they implement their program and projects. The foundation has helped an approximate of 35,000 American schools to provide their school kids with healthy foods choices. In its effort on health promotion, the organization helped in the eradication of childhood obesity. On issues surrounding the climate change, the foundation is offering training to farmers in Malawi, Tanzania as well as Rwanda. These farmers are being trained on the climate-smart agronomic, how to increase their total yields and how to expand their market access. Through the partners, the foundation has also been able to promote tree planting with an aim of strengthening the ecosystem (Westwood, 2016). A number of the people have been impacted by the social enterprises that have been supported by the foundation globally. 
Fraud and Abuse Associated With Foundations

Donald Trump foundation has been found in several legal and ethical controversies resulting from fraud and abuse of its operation. Most of the controversies came to light as a result of 2016 United States election. In the year 2016, Trump claimed to have raised a total of $6,000,000 for the veterans. As a result, David Fahrenthold who is a journalist with the Washington Post conducted an investigation which revealed that the fund had not been actually disbursed. This development caused a lot of interest into wanting to know and understand the history of giving by the Donald Trump foundation (Fahrenthold 2016). Donald Trump came in defense of the foundation by asserting that from the year 2009 to 2015 it had donated an approximate amount of $102 million towards support of the charitable activities. A list of beneficiary was released to proof the authenticity of the donations. Instead of resting the matter, the list formed another type of controversy where it was revealed that those organization that had benefitted from the charity had a close association with Donald Trump (Wyland, 2017).
Bill Hillary and Chelsea Clinton Foundation has not been left out of the controversies surrounding the issues of fraud and abuse. The foundation has been implicated on the misuse of funds by Jerome Corsi where in his book that Clinton foundation is a ‘criminal conspiracy’ as well as ‘a slush fund for gifters.’ In his book, Corsi claims that most of the money that had been donated to help people suffering from HIV/ AIDS as well as the victim of earthquake in India and Haiti had been used to enrich Clintons rather than being used for its intended purpose (Howe, 2016). As the secretary of State, Hillary used his position to influence on very lucrative deals aimed at benefiting the foundation. Through unlawful deals the foundations has been implicated in schemes that ended up enriching Clintons. The foundation is also implicated on supporting Hillary when she run for presidency on the second attempt (Westwood, 2016). The foundation has been used mostly for personal gain rather than fully supporting its cause. 
How Much of Each Dollar is Spent on the Actual Foundational Cause 

The actual amount spent by the two foundations on the cause is not well known. However, in the public domain there exists different figures donated to different causes. One of the causes that Donald Trump foundation is known to donate to is the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society where the foundation gave a total of $50,000, the Dana-Farber Cancer Institute where a total donation of $25,000 was given and the Police Athletic League where $25,000 was given (Eder, 2016). For Bill Hillary and Chelsea Clinton Foundation, the IRS form 990 shows that in the year 2013, it had a total revenue of $149 with 6% of this amount being spent on grant. This gives a total of $9 million being used on grants for various causes supported by the foundation (Farley, 2015). 

How Much is Spent on Administration. 
The amount of money that is actually spent on the administration by both foundations is not well outlined. The two foundations seems to have sketchy information concerning their finances. According to the information available to the public, Donald Trump foundation is known to use the foundation money on administration of personal interest. It is alleged that Trump used a total of $158,000 to pay for a law suit in form of donation from the Trump foundation (Fahrenthold, 2016). 

For Clinton foundation, in the year 2013 an approximate amount of $8.4 million consisting of 77% went to travel services. The 3.4% was used on the general management and about 20% was used to promote fundraising. In respect to the amount of money utilized on the conferences, 98% of all the money was used for the programming services with another amount listed to be about 73% being used for salaries (Farley, 2015). 

Your opinion of non-profit foundations overall. 

In my opinion, non-profit foundations are a good idea if at all they are to fulfill their mandate and work solely for charity. In the current world, there are a number of non-profit organizations which have emerged with the pretense of helping the less privileged in the society or supporting a good cause when in the reality, they have been set up to benefit the founders. It’s quite disturbing to know that most of the funds donated to help good cause are actually used for personal gains. The Donald Trump and Bill Hillary and Chelsea Clinton foundation have been entangled in fraud cases. Reading through the different encounters of the two foundations makes me to have a low opinion about the greater importance of these foundations. People from different walk of life have been donating their money for a better cause. It is quite unfortunate that the foundations ‘missions have been ignored. When starting a foundation, it is important to observe both ethical and legal requirement so as to ensure that the greater importance and purpose of the foundation has been achieved. 
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